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BY HUGH PEARCE — 


-Chtistmas has been the traditional time for "Peace on Barth, Good Will 
Toward Men" for’ nearly two thousand years, Jesus Christ first practiced’ 
that precept and, early in His ministry, exhorted. others to follow His © 
example, Today, however, His definition of ithe meaning of the word Peace 
ie. tee corrupted until, instead of meaning: tranquillity or freedom from 
war, the word is now used more loosely to mean armistice or truce. 

In this strife torn world filled with violence and pain there is no 
Rees on the international level and very little on the national level, 
hh, outwardly, of course, everything is serene. The communists constantly 
preach peace and good will in all their public speeches. Their acts and 
ajms' belie their words, however. Among the NATO nations there is also 
internal bickerings while outwardly showing unanimity to NATO principles. 
In a large majority of cases the individual personal life of citizens of | 
every country has shown either a blase neglect or a deliberate disregard - 
for the injunction given in the Angel's song, "Glory to God in the Highest, 
On Earth Peace, Good Will Toward Men" This song was sung at the first | 
christian Christmas season nearly two thousand years ago and, unlike most 
ancient songs, is as new and means the same thing today as when it was 
first sung. One has only to listen to the news broadcasts or read the 
daily newspapers to realize that there is very little genuine peace or | 
good will in the world today, The average person, of course, does make an 
outward show af observing these principles but can the average person 
honestly ‘and truthfully state that he has, in fact, shown glory to God 
and. good will to all men? Had he done so there would automatically have 
been peace on this earth. _ af te 

The Christmas season does give the average man an impelling desire 
to ‘heed. the Angelic injunetion, however. All churches are usually filled 
for the ‘Christmas services celebrating the anniversary of the birth of Jesus. 
‘People praise God sincerely at this festive seasan who just cannot find 
the time to do so during the rest of the year. Life thas become such a: rat- 
race of striving with (or against) his fellow man in order to make ® 
living that praising God or spreading good will has, iin far too many 

instances, been relegated to a minor part of a man's ‘daily activities. 

But, at ‘this season of the year, it is comforting ‘to a man to be able 
to ‘sit by ‘his ‘own fireside with his family around him, the Christmas tree 
shining with a softly diffused light and the old but ever new tunes of 
Christmas carols floating from the radio or télevision. The cares of life 
fall from tHis shoulders like the morning mist dispelled by the rising sun 
and it is then that he feels the soothing hand. of God on his ‘heart. 
Peace ‘and good will has, for a few hours, become a compelling reality for 
him, If ole tebe atmosphere of those few hours might be lengthened to the 
full :year a man might realize that "AS HE IS IN HIS HEART - SO IS HE" and 
pattern his way of life as originally intended for the human race. 

I often wonder if our present mode of family life has a bearing on 

this :problem. -In ‘so many eases Dad is spending his -evenings away from home 
in:one pplave or another, Mother, Sonny and daughter are away at a club 
mecting., racdmg around town in his hot rod and baby sitting respectively and 
home is mothing more than a:place to eat and sleep. This situation is not 
conducttve ‘to a united family, interested in each other's proplems, but 
rather beads ‘to a group of unsympathetic individuals with no knowledge (and 
hannane ae werpeck) for the wishes and aspirations of the others. A family 
‘of ‘growing ‘children must ‘have a head of the family to which to go for advice 
and comforting words when problems arise and to set the example of the way 
‘a person ‘should lead a Christian life. That is patently not possible when 
‘the entire Tamily look elsewhere than in the home for entertainment and 
enlighterment. 

“The «editor of the Bassano Herald. wishes to take this opportunity to 
‘wish each “and every one a very HAPPY CHRISTMAS. May the cares of the past 
wear ‘be ‘forgdtton so that you all, may enjoy the Christmas festivities to 
the full. 7 | pane . 
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BRING CHRIST BACK INTO CHRISTMAS 
By Rev. F.A, Clare. 


Many have deplored the cohmercializing. of Christmas as seen by the 
volume of advertising of Christmas goods,.novelties, decorations, cards, | 
entertainments ,« sports and the giving of more expensive gifts than people 
can afford, with the inducement to buy and “spread payments over months,. 

Even the many brands of cigarettes are-urged as Christmas treats and 


‘breweries and distilleries. picture their. goods as necessary to Christmas 
cheer, with. whole page advertisements | in magazines and newspapers where 


allowed, 
Santa Claus is being named aca honored as the saint of Christmas 
instead of the Christ, the true author. “"” = | 
How can we bring Christ back to His rightful place? First by wishing ° 
Christmas a day of worship and, every one who can, attending some place 


: of worship of his choice. The Shepherds came to worship ona also the 


wise men, so rich and poor should worship today. 
Secondly, by.showing the spirit of love and Gree tpese so that 


‘the sick and poor., handicapped and unfortunate, lordly and needy can be. 
‘helped and cheered. 


Above all we must forgive the slights or insults and sins of..the 


‘past year. Forget them and~desire to live in peace with.our nearest and 


dearest and, in fact, all mankind. We must pray.for the peace of. the 


‘world and practice peace in our own daily lives. 


To all Bassano people and subscribers of the Bassano Herald: and: 


especially. to it’s publis her, I wish a very Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year for 1956, : 


CHURCH NEWS 
St. Mary's Anglican Church: 
Christmas Day, December 25th 
Holy Communion -' 9:00 A.M. | 


Festival of the Nine Persons and 
Carols =~ 7:30 P.M, 


Rector - Rev. G.B. Hotchkis = 3 
Organist - Miss Meriam Berry , IT IS A GENUINE PLEASURE AT 


ee ee THE HOLIDAY SEASON TO DEPART FROM 
Knox Presbyterian Church: \ : | | + 

: THE USUAL ROUTINE OF BUSINESS AND : 
Christmas Day, December 25th sa ie inn | | "€: 
WISH YOU AND YOURS A MERRY CHRIST- | 
Christmas Service. - Li: 00 ‘ASM. 

MAS. MAY: THE ‘NEW YEAR BRING YOU 
Pastor - Rev. F, ;> Clare: | : 
————_____--—_-- MUCH HAPPINESS AND A FULL MEASURE 


Bassano Evangelicel Free Church: | OF PROSPERITY. 


Christmas Dav, December 25th 


Sunday School ~ 10:30 A.M. + THE BASSANO. HERALD 


Evening Service’ - 7:30 Rae aw : ‘ | Hugh Pearce’ - Editor 


‘Pastor - Rev. L, Tiede 
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THERE WILL BE NO SHOW ON DECEMBER 
23rd and 24th BUT WE HAVE AN OUT- 


STANDING HOLIDAY ATTRACTION FOR 


A MERRY 
a fe eo 


PIONEER MEAT MARKET 


DECEMBER 26th and 27th. 
MAN WITHOUT A STAR" 
IS A COLOR WESTERN WE GUARANTEE 
EVERYONE WILL LIKE, 


CAPITOL THEATRE — 


PHONE 42 
J.V. Uebell 


John Bacon ~ Stan. Haskayne 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


From Us To You 


A MERRY 
CLARISTMAS.. 


C 
NICHOLSON'S JEWELRY — 


AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 


TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
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_ NORTH STAR SERVICE. 
_ Ed. McArthur - Prop - 


Phone. 89 Bassano _ BASSANO 
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